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In 1910, Mary Gentry Paxton was the first woman to graduate of 
the Journalism School. She became the first woman reporter in 

Kansas City and eventually returned to teach Journalism at 
Christian College (now Columbia College). 
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Women’s & Gender Studies 
 

The Association for Women Students (a student government for 
women similar to MSA) contacted faculty members from a variety 

of disciplines to encourage them to offer an interdisciplinary course 
on women.   

 

In 1971, the first Women’s Studies course was offered and was 
simply titled “Women’s Studies.”  

 

In 1980, Women Studies achieved formal program status and in 
2007 Women’s & Gender Studies became a department. Students 
can now choose from a myriad of classes and receive a Bachelor’s 

major or minor in WGST or a Graduate level minor.  



Dr. Dorothy Haecker was hired by Mizzou in 1981 as 
the new director of Women Studies. While here, Dr. 
Haecker advocated for the rights of women students 

and successfully launched a new Women’s Studies 
degree program. In 2011, Women’s and Gender Stud-
ies created a postdoctoral teaching fellowship named 

in her honor (Savitar, 1984). 



Famous Alumnae 
Lisa Myers 1973:  
Chief Congressional Correspondent for NBC News 
 
Linda Bell Blue 1978:  
Executive Producer of Entertainment Tonight 
 
Linda Godwin 1980:  
Veteran of four space flights and recipient of the NASA 

Outstanding Performance Rating 
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 In 1972, the members of Delta Gamma Sorority used their yearbook photo 
as a feminist forum. The group was likely responding to contemporaneous 
debates about the Equal Rights Amendment, which would have ensured 

equal rights for women under the law (Savitar, 1972).  
The ERA reads:  

Men and women shall have equal rights throughout the United States and every place subject to 

its jurisdiction. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

It has yet to pass in the United States.  

 



Mizzou’s first woman Chancellor,  
Dr. Barbara Uehling, became a national celebrity 
as the first woman in the United States to lead 

a land-grant university.  
 



The Savitar from 1920 features Mizzou’s “M” Women’s         
Organization. This group consists of women who have earned 

a letter in a varsity sport.  



 
 

According to her player 
bio for The Missouri  

Intercollegiate Athletics 
Hall of Fame, Natasha 

Kaiser “ranks as the 
most decorated female   
athlete in University of 

Missouri history.”     
Kaiser holds a silver 
medal for a 4x400-

meter relay at the 1992 
Summer Olympics in 

Barcelona, Spain and a 
gold  medal for the 

same event at the 1993 
World Championships 
in Stuttgart, Germany.  

 
While at Mizzou (1985-
1989), Kaiser was twice 
named most valuable 

athlete at the Big Eight  
championships and was 
(in 1989) named the Big 

Eight Conference        
Female Athlete of the 

Year (photo credit: 
Alumnus, 1989). 

 

Nikki Thole was the first  
women’s soccer player in 
the history of MU to be 

named to an All-American 
team. Thole played soccer 



According to her player bio for the Intercollegiate 
Athletics Hall of Fame, Lorinda Richardson was a 

five-time all-American and six-time Big Eight        
Conference champion in Track & Field who           

specialized in the long jump. She still holds the MU 
long jump records (Savitar, 1985). 



Angela Davis—a radical feminist, black rights    
activist, and respected scholar—came to campus 

in 1974 (and again in 2009) to converse with  
Mizzou students about race and gender. 



Si
n

ce
 1

8
7

1
, M

U
 p

o
lic

y 
h

as
 a

llo
w

e
d

 w
o

m
e

n
 t

o
 e

n
ro

ll 
in

 a
ll 

d
e

p
ar

tm
e

n
ts

 a
t 

th
e

 u
n

iv
e

rs
it

y.
 H

o
w

ev
er

, 
th

e
 r

ig
id

 s
o

ci
al

 n
o

rm
s 

o
f 

th
e

 e
ar

ly
 2

0
th

 c
e

n
tu

ry
 f

u
n

cti
o

n
e

d
 t

o
 la

rg
e

ly
 c

o
n

fi
n

e
 u

n
iv

e
rs

it
y 

w
o

m
e

n
 t

o
 

‘f
e

m
in

in
e

’ p
ro

fe
ss

io
n

s.
 T

o
d

ay
, w

o
m

e
n

 a
re

 in
cr

e
as

in
gl

y 
ac

ti
ve

 a
n

d
 s

u
cc

e
ss

fu
l m

an
-d

o
m

in
at

e
d

 fi
el

d
s,

 
h

o
w

ev
e

r,
 la

rg
e

ly
 u

n
d

e
rr

e
p

re
se

n
te

d
. P

ic
tu

re
d

 a
b

o
ve

, t
w

o
 w

o
m

e
n

 s
tu

d
en

ts
 w

o
rk

 in
 t

h
e

 U
n

iv
e

rs
it

y’
s 

N
u

cl
e

ar
 R

e
se

ar
ch

 R
e

ac
to

r 
Fa

ci
lit

y 
(S
a
vi
ta

r,
 1

9
6

6
).

 



Missouri State Senator Maida Coleman (D-05) 
(later Missouri Senate Minority Leader) talks to 

students about her experience as a black woman 
working in politics (Savitar, 2005). 



   

 

Since the 1990s, MU’s 

LGBTQ Center has   

celebrated National 

Coming Out Week 

with supportive       

activities and pro-

grams on campus. 

One event (pictured 

left) allows LGBTQ    

individuals to           

celebrate their         

sexuality by ‘coming 

out’ through a door in 

the middle of      

Speaker’s Circle.     

Programs like this one 

promote pride among 

Lesbian, Bisexual, 

Transgender, and 

Queer women on 

campus (Savitar, 

1999). 
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